My encounter with a black bear was not the on/y excitement / cxper/cnced ycsterday. / became lost last n{g/)f

when A/]é/hg 3 miles to my camp in near total darkness. /i' took me a nervous 15 minutes to relocate the trail with

the /7@{0 of. my G/D 5 unit and [/as;é/[g/zt.

7 his morning [ awake at 4:30 a.m. to écg/n, what | /70/06 will be, another exciting a/aﬂ. | hike over a mile to a marsh
in /\///56@ Gorc, cast of the Wesf Out/cf of the Kcnncbcc K/vcr. /: resh tracks of moose, a’ccr; coyoi'c and rac-
coons abound. Bca/‘ scat seems to be cvccgwﬁcre, much of it Contafn/ng seeds from wild rasfobcrrics. 777@ fur-

/ao/cn scat 01[ COﬂOi’CS /s I[OUFIGI near t/7c‘ i’ra//

A cold mist floats /az/{g over the marsh. A red squfrrc/ /Do,ées its head into my /)/mc/, unconcerned with the intruder
in its home. A Pa/}' of loons Hies ovc‘r/’hfad, Ca///hg aloud to each ot/mr; their ﬂodeﬁhg tcmporar/:/y a/rown/ng the
buzzfng from a distant /ogg/hg opera tion.

At dusk / return to the site where / encountered the black bear yestcrc/ay. Cou/c/ / re/ocat the encounter? 77)6
bear itself does not make an encore, but a Patc/7 of reddish-brown /ur, contrasting against the br{g/lit green un-
derbrush, catches my immediate attention and stca/t/w’/y c//'sappcars behind the vegetation, never to be seen
again. Mﬂ first bobcat sgﬁtlh‘g in the Proposca/ Maine Wooafs Natfona/ /D ark!

/\//ﬂ intimate meeting with the black bear has {gm’tca/ a 5g/:f/hg fire in me....a stubborn fire that will not be smoth-

ered until these woods are Pcrmancnt{g saved from Cont/nu/ng cx/o/oita tion.
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