(Common ]:liclzcr

/ continue my “safar” into Maine’s northern )[orcst, spcnc//ng yesterc/ay and toc/ay in /\///56@ (ore.
7—/76 90 a’cgrcc—p/us tcm/:)craturcs and warm winds are what would Pro[)ab/ﬂ be cqu/va/cnf to the
“sirocco” winds of the North African continent. 4 5//‘75/6 raven Hies overhead, with its mouth open as
It pants in the hot, rising air.

7—/7656 two daﬂs are s/ocm‘ in a moist meadow that appears to be an old beaver-made /oona/ that has
/ong since dried. | his meadow is a classic cxam/o/c of nature’s succession; if beavers do not return, the

meadow is destined to revert back to a forest habitat.

E ven in the 5car/ng temperatures, the forest gfv@s me much comfort and solace. /ns/c/c my cloth P/’70~
tograp/y blind the temperature reaches ncar/y 7100 c/cgrces, but / am not in hell —~ indeed / am in
heaven. | he Pcrsp/ra tion c/rllbplhg Profusc/ﬂ off my face does not daunt me. | he ants cra w//ng up and
b/’t/ng my /cgs do not deter me. [ he fcm/ocramcnfa/ bee that somehow entered the blind does not dis-

turb me. / /aug/7 qufct/y to mﬂsc/f when a red squi/‘re/ mistakes me for a tree and jumlos onto my shoul-
der.

/ am amused when + gray /}aﬂs fand on a ncarby tree to entertain me. / treasure the company of blue
jays, Hickers, wooa//occ,écrs, and chickadees. When a small, coyote puppy a/oproacﬁcs within 25 feet,
and stares into my eyes, [ am reminded W/y we must protect it and its habitat....... heaven on earth.

An unidentified 5pcc/c‘5 of wooc//occéer ta/os its resilient beak on a ta/[ dead tree trunk. 7776 drum-like
sound, with its musical beat, attracts another wooa//occ,écr, which | hear rcsponc//ng in the distance with
/ts own tapplhg

Pefore c/cparﬁng the (Gore on my final evening, coyotes howl a ‘gooo%ﬂe Y to me.

T/lomas Mark 526/05

Maine Woods National Park Photo-]Documentation Froject

T homas Mark Sze]og & ce Ann SZe]og, wildlife conservationists

Bear Brook Cabin - F.O. Box 36 - Whitefield, Maine 04353

207-549-5151 - imco@maincwooclsnationalpark.com

Text and Fhotograp]ﬁs Copgright © Thomas Mark Szclog 2011, A” Rights Reservec{




